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out any of the sense of humour that so often saves the situation
in the parliament of another land. Bismarck refused to stand in
the dock and placed the Vatican there instead as the potential
disturber of European peace. A reference to Kullmann led him to
declare that he identified the assassin with the whole Ultra-
montane party and when Windthorst criticized the suspension of
the post of German minister to the Pope he indicted the whole
Catholic position. He raked up a remark of the Papal Nuncio in
1869 "that the Church of Rome was only free in America, Eng-
land and Belgium but in all other countries had to look to the
revolution for freedom" and blamed the Roman clergy for the
recent war. "... it was the work of the Roman clergy ... the
Emperor had resisted to the utmost in the interests of peace but
had been finally over-ruled by clerical influences contrary to his
better convictions. . . ."

Lord Odo Russell thought that declarations like this were
made to strengthen the growing belief of the Nationals that the
great enemy was Rome and to lead them to support a policy
that should abolish its power in Germany for ever. "Prince
Bismarck has no doubt good reason," concluded Lord Odo, "for
nourishing these feelings of hatred and hostility to the Roman
Catholics in Germany, and will turn them to good account
whenever wanted in support of his policy. . . ."*

For nearly three years the Kulturkampf had been raging, but
the end was not yet in sight. The following year it was to play
its part in the international complications that were to ensue,
but with pricking of the war scare bubble it ceased to be of
international importance, and as the Eastern question loomed
ever larger and larger as a possible disturber of European peace,
and as social democracy increased within the empire, these two
dangers, together with ever-growing economic difficulties,
dwarfed the potential menace of Ultramontanism in Bismarck's
extraordinarily agile mind. But throughout 1875 and 1876 the
struggle showed no signs of abating. By 1877 all the bishops but
four were dead or in exile. Fines of millions of marks had been
imposed and evaded by flight. Leading dignitaries of the Church
had spent months in prison and the monasteries had been dis-
solved. Even the leader of the Catholic party could see no way
out from a conflict that was degenerating into mere barbarity
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